ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO SWITZERLAND

DENMARK

* What is the status for Swiss accession to the UNvEation on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities?

A new law on demonstrations was passed in the naftGeneva in 2012. Is
this law in compliance with the right to freedompafaceful assembly and
expression?

GERMANY
* Germany commends Switzerland on the establishnfeaiiieoSwiss Centre of

Expertise in Human Rights. What further steps arngsaged after completion
of the pilot phase in order to fully comply withetiParis Principles?
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MALDIVES

* Problem of human trafficking remains as a hugelehgk in Switzerland and
Switzerland is taking steps to counter this probldihe Maldives has an
interest on the issue of human trafficking as maes a huge challenge in the
Maldives as well. Maldives as a receiving counsyinterested to know the
steps taken and lessons learnt from those stefrssabaman trafficking®?

* One of the advancements on tackling this issu@gisvorking group between
Switzerland and Romania which is a bilateral taskéd to prevent human
trafficking. Maldives is interested in know how Wte taskforce is working,
and in this regard wishes to ask if the bilatemaktforce help prevent
trafficking in significant numbers?

MEXICO

* ¢Qué obstaculos ha enfrentado el Estado suizorpafigar la Convencion
sobre la Proteccion de las Personas con Discapbgida Protocolo Opcional?

e ¢ Cuales son los principales desafios de la Comisamional de Prevencion
de la Tortura recientemente creada (1° de ener20d@) para garantizar la
plena aplicacion del Protocolo Facultativo de laaamcion contra la Tortura?

! The court sentences for traffickers are oftencomimensurate to the gravity of the crime.



» ¢ Qué esfuerzos ha realizado el Estado suizo pseaatiuna estrategia global
contra la trata y la explotacion sexual de mujepse cubra la debida
deteccion y proteccidn de las victimas y que temgeacto en todo el territorio
nacional?

NETHERLANDS

« The Netherlands notes the significant progress Z&énwand has made in the
area of gender equality, but inequality in the labmarket still exists in terms
of a wage gap between men and women, an overrepagisa of women in
the low-wage sector and the predominance of womdemporary and part-
time work. Especially migrant women are in a vulide position in this
respect. How does the government of Switzerlandnihtto further reduce
these inequalities in the labour market?

NORWAY

The Swiss NGO Coalition for the UPR has expressatesconcerns regarding the
fact that corporal punishment of children is nopleitly banned by the Federal Law.
The Federal Court has still declared repeatedadati®lence as being incompatible
with children’s rights. What measures are takearnsure that these rights are not
violated?

2. In 2009, the Special Rapporteur on freedom lajiom or belief regretted the
outcome of the vote on the initiative to prohilbié tconstruction of minarets in
Switzerland, noting that a ban on minarets amoutttesh undue restriction of the
freedom to manifest one’s religion. The Human Rsghommittee made similar
observations. Could you please elaborate on whasuanes Switzerland is taking to
make sure that the Swiss federal- and cantonal dagvsompatible with Switzerland’s
international human rights commitments?

3. Reports indicate that legal protection agairstramination is fragmentary and
that LGBT-persons have been subject to discrinmnafDoes the government of
Switzerland plan to adopt federal legislation idearto provide protection against all
forms of discrimination, including on grounds okgal orientation and gender
identity? Could you please elaborate on measusghtve been taken to address
reported discrimination against LGBT?

4. Switzerland has given a great contribution soghaping of the UN Guiding
Principles for Business and Human Rights. In oamwit could be challenging to
control that these guidelines are actually follovagdrNCs operating on foreign
locations. Is Switzerland planning to take any measto ensure that human rights
are respected by Swiss-based private- and govetahwamporations?
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UNITED KINGDOM

« We would appreciate an update on the steps thateamg taken to bridge the pay
gap that exists between men and women in the praettor?

 We would be grateful to know what steps have bakert with regard to
considerations to ensure the Swiss Resource Clentruman Rights at the end
of its pilot phase is fully compliant with the PaRrinciples?

» Please could you update us on the progress oteditn for the Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and optidi@tocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights?

* We would be grateful to know whether there is a veagneasure the impact of the

activities carried out by ‘The Service of CombatRgcism’ and the ‘Special
Service’ in their respective fields?
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FINLAND

* How does Switzerland ensure uniform and high statsdaf training of the
police forces at federal, cantonal and municipatle especially with regard
to human rights awareness and combating racismaaal discrimination?

* How will Switzerland ensure and safeguard sexugits of persons with
disabilities and especially ensure access to appteprights-based and
comprehensive sexuality education for children ymahg people living with
a disability?

SLOVENIA

» Considering the high rate of firearms-related slgsiin Switzerland, does the
Government foresee any measures to restrict thelitcmms of access to
firearms?

* How does Switzerland plan to ensure that decisiakesn by popular initiative
are in compliance with the country’s internatiohatman rights obligations?

« What measures are in place or envisioned to closevage gap between man
and women?



